


The Best Way to Enroll In
 Medicare Parts A and B 

Step Two 
You should have already completed Step One, which was to set up your “my Social Security account.” 

Now, if it is within 3 months of your birth MONTH, or sooner, you can proceed to enroll in Parts A and B of 
Medicare online. This is quickest and usually the easiest way to do it.  

Let’s go! 
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Type in the URL bar:   ssa.gov/medicare 
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You will then get this screen: 

Click on the “How To Apply Online For Just Medicare.” ( As shown where I circled it in red above) 
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Now click on the Blue Button called “Apply for Medicare Only.” 
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You will then get the following screen: 

If you don’t see the “I understand and agree to the above statements,” then scroll down until you do. 

Check the box and click on the blue  “Next” button. 
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Now you will see this screen: 

Scroll until see you the part shown on the next page of this guide. 
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Now click on the “Start a New Application” Button shown below in the Apply & Complete section. 
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Now click the circle next to “I am applying for myself.”  
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Now you will see another thing pop in, as shown below, “Do you have a my Social Security account?” 

Click on “Yes” and then click on “Next.” 
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Now you will get the following page below : 

Click on the Blue Button that says “Sign in with LOGIN.GOV: 
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Now you will get the following screen: 

Above on that screen, enter in your email address and password as used before when you created the account. Then click on 
“Sign in” 
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Now you will see: 

Enter the one time security code that was sent to your phone. Then click the "Submit" button.
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On this screen you will see (if you don't see this then move on to next page in this paper guide):

Click on the box next to "I agree to the Terms of Service". Then click the Blur Button that says "Next".
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Now you should see a screen like this.
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When putting in 
addresses etc. do 
not use any dots 
or dashes or the 
form might not let 
you click next and 
continue. For 
example if you live 
on ST. John ave. 
Don’t put the 
period after ST or 
after ave.
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 If you are a U.S. citizen it will ask for type. For example: Born in the United States; or another would be Naturalized (as in you 
moved here and later became a citizen). 
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If you also want to start claiming social security benefits (monthly retirement cash benefits), that will complicate things. Best 
to do that separate. So for most people the answer is yes. [Of course if you are already getting Social Security, you don’t need 
to  enroll in Parts A and B because it will be automatic.  
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If you see the Red message, “You do not meet one or more qualifications to apply for Medicare only benefits on the 
internet...blah blah blah”, this does not mean you are rejected from getting Medicare, it simply means your case is a little 
more complicated and they will probably want additional information from you, so you will have to call them and set up an 
appointment for a phone interview, or in person if they lift the COVID restrictions. An example of why you can’t continue 
applying online would be that you don’t qualify under your own work history, but rather through the work history of your 
spouse. If that is the case, be prepared to show an official copy of your marriage certificate. That is only one example, there 
could be other reasons you can’t continue online. 

If you don’t see the red message, click next and proceed to the next page. 
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It’s hard to get access to the full application unless a person is actually enrolling, so we are doing this piecemeal and guessing 
a little on the order. 

At some point you will see a screen like this following one about your reentry number (the one you see here is just a sample. 
Save that number in case you need it during the application process over the next week or more. 
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Somewhere it will also ask you if you also want Part B. The answer is yes. You must have Part B in order to get the rest of 
Medicare including a Supplement or Advantage plan.   

The exception would be that of you have full 
group insurance where you or your spouse 
(if it’s through them) are actively working 
there and they employ more than 20 people. 
Then you don’t need all of Medicare for 
now.  

It will also ask you if you have group health 
insurance. THE ANSWER IS NO. Do NOT 
answer yes, even if you current have group 
health. The answer should be no—unless 
you will continue to work past age 65 and 
will have group health under the conditions 
listed on the previous page. That is the only 
way you would answer yes. So again to 
repeat, it’s not about what you currently 
have it's about what you will have after 
turning 65. 

Upon answering no, you should NOT have 
all those other questions to answer about 
your employer and health insurance. I 
believe you won’t even see those questions.  
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At the end 
you will get 
a page like 
this one.  
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Once clicked on “Submit Now” the next (and last page) should say you have successfully completed the application. 

You want to read the page to make sure there is no message about further requirements they could ask for. 

Please note that for newcomers to Medicare,  Part B costs (in 2022) $170 per month. If you are not yet getting Social Security, 
they will send you a quarterly bill.   

Understand that the “quarters” may not be the ol’ normal JAN FEB MAR—APR MAY JUN—JUL AUG SEP—OCT NOV DEC. 

It may be something like DEC JAN FEB, and so forth. AND if you start in the middle of a quarter, the first bill may be for 4 or 5 

months. Then later it will only be 3 months at a time.  

Once you do collect Social Security, it will start to automatically be deducted from there each month.  

If you don’t want to send in a payment in each quarter, there are other options.  

The next two pages you won't see until you get a bill from Medicare. But these sample Medicare bills will explain your 

options, as well as other explanations about understanding the bill. 
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Throw some confetti, you have 
completed another step on your 
Medicare Path! 

© Copyright 2022 Lee Martinson  (909) 790-8622 
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